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exercise no control, and of the success of which he was
doubtful. The Committee, with feeble, timid Mr. Drake
at its head, was a source of embarrassment rather than
of strength. Clive, unaided and alone, had not only to
carry on the details of an intricate intrigue, but to make
the arrangements for an advance, and quiet the fears of
the Governor and Council He was, however, supported
by the firm conviction that the policy he was pursuing
was the most advantageous to the Company and to
England, and with rare tenacity of purpose he never lost
sight of the object he had in view. After the signature
of the treaties on May 19th his anxiety must have
been great. Every hour's delay increased the chance of
discovery, or of the appearance of De Bussy on the
scene ; and the rainy season, when it would be impossible
to take the field, was fast approaching. The arrival of
Meer Jaffier's messenger was the signal that the moment
for action had arrived, and Clive at once threw off the
mask.
On June 12th the troops at Calcutta, reinforced by one
hundred and fifty sailors from the fleet, reached Chander-
nagore. Next morning Clive, after despatching a letter to
theJfawab, which was virtually a declaration of war, moved
forward with his whole force. Fifteen miles north of
Hooghly he was joined by Mr. Watts and his staff, who
had succeeded in making their escape on the previous
day; and on the 18th he took the fort of Katwa, in
which large supplies of grain were stored. Here, ac-
cording to agreement, Clive should have been joined by
Meer Jaffier, but in place of a friendly native force he
found a letter in which Meer Jaffier promised to join the
English on the field of battle, and explained his failure